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Western Heritage Day 

at the Silver Spur 

Western Lodge 

Youth members from 

the Oklahoma Youth 

Quarter Horse Associa-

tion, the rodeo team 

from Connors State  

College in Warner,  

Oklahoma Quarter  

Horse Association Trail 

Riders and area high 

school students were 

matched up with OSB 

students as buddies for 

the day. 

Activities included pony 

rides, mechanical bull 

and stagecoach rides, 

dummy calf roping,  

fishing, rock climbing, 

bungee jumping on a 

trampoline and other 

hands-on activities. 

The OQHA sponsored 

lunch for this hungry 

group of cowboys and 

cowgirls. 

Students received 

hands-on experience 

riding horses, touching 

spurs and saddles and 

talking to cowboys who 

have lived on horse and 

cattle ranches. They 

also learned about the 

good times and the 

tough times working and 

making a living on a 

ranch. 

When they loaded up on 

the bus to go back to 

school, the students 

were exhausted, but 

also excited. They 

talked about everything 

that happened and how 

theyôre ready to return 

next year and do it all 

again. 

Volunteers look forward 

to Western Heritage 

Day as much as the 

OSB students, some of 

them driving over 200 

miles to spend the day 

with our students. 

Once theyôve been to 

Western Heritage Day 

to help, they donôt want 

to ever miss it. 

Linda Graber 

A big THANK YOU 

to all our sponsors. 

Please also check out our 

ñstudent articleò in the Student 

Corner section (page 11) 

Donôt Forget - Future Shock is Thursday 30 November.  

Weôll have special guests on campus sharing information  
to help you after graduation.  

Dress is business casual (NO t-shirts or athletic wear).  

Faye Miller 

&5452% 3(/#+ 2%-).$%2 
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3ÐÁÃÅ #ÁÍÐ ÆÏÒ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ 6ÉÓÕÁÌÌÙ )ÍÐÁÉÒÅÄ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ɉ3#)6)3Ɋ 

By Cheryl Daniels 

Often people who havenôt been to 
Space Camp donôt understand 
what goes on there. Space Camp 
is a little different than other 
camps in that it focuses on 
STEM activities where the  
participants are engaged in  
complex simulated space  
missions, engineering design, and 
astronaut training exercises.  The 
campers also go through intense 
ropes courses, exciting team 
building activities, and advanced 
students have the opportunity to 
SCUBA and experience the 
weightlessness of space. The 
camp is open year round and 
hosts teams from not only the 
U.S. but many other countries, 
adults and kids alike. They have 
corporate groups, teachers 
weeks, and more.  

Our students go during a week 
known as SCIVIS ï Space 
Camp for Interested Visually 

Impaired Students.  

This was a dream of an educator 
from West Virginia many years 
ago and has grown into an  
amazing program that now brings 
hundreds of visually impaired  
students from around the world to 
get together for a very special 
week. During this week, the US 
Space and Rocket center  
transforms itself into basically a 
Space Camp for the Blind.  
Mission control centers, the space 

shuttles, 
science 
labs, and 
more are all 
outfitted 
with Braille 
labels.   

Hundreds 
of hours of 

work through a collaboration of VI 
teachers, goes into brailing the 

scripts and labels. The Space 
Camp administration is extremely 
supportive of the program and 
many counselors say this is their 
favorite week and a few even 
come back just for SCIVIS.   
We feel pretty special!   
They also bring in a panel of blind 
and visually impaired employees 
from NASA to talk to us about 
their jobs.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

This past September, I had the 
honor of chaperoning three  
students from OSB, Trinity Lewis, 
Thomas Raines, and Richelle 
Zampella. The students were 
each in different groups and had 
the opportunity to make friends 
from all over.  

Trinity flew a fighter plane and 
went on military style missions in 
the dark and had to save her 
team mates who had been  
captured by the enemy. She also 
had to swim out of a helicopter 
simulator that had crashed into 
the lake!  

Richelle learned to SCUBA dive 
in the Underwater Astronaut 
Trainer tank and participated in 
difficult space missions.  

Thomas climbed up a 30ft pole, 
a 45ft tower, 
and assisted 
his team  
in space  
missions with  
various  
anomalies. 

The experience included more 
than just space camp though 
since we traveled by plane to  
Alabama. The kids navigated  
airport security checkpoints, 
learned about gates, the  
differences in airplane and  
airport sizes (some are full of 
more stores than our mall!), and 
airline safety. 

SCIVIS is a program I canôt say 
enough about... the kids learn 
new skills, gain confidence, and 
make friends from across 
oceans. It is a very special  
program that I hope continues to 
grow.  

Our trip has been supported  
financially through the generous 
gifts from The Zarrow  
Foundation and from The  
Oklahoma Foundation for the 
Education of Blind Children and 
Youth.  

We truly appreciate these 

groups. 

One staff   
member took it  
upon himself to 
build this actual 
working model to 
help the kids un-
derstand what 

goes on at the Pamper Pole climbing 
area.   

The staff spends 
hours covering 
ñArea 51ò with  
fluorescent duct 
tape to help our 
VI students.  

 

 

Please also check out our  

ñstudent articleò in the  

Student Corner section (page 14) 

Waiting to head to the US Space 
Center at the Huntsville Airport.  

"ÅÉÎÇ ÌÏ×ÅÒÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
ÐÁÍÐÅÒ ÐÏÌÅȢ  

"ÒÁÉÌÌÅ ÌÁÂÅÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ  
3ÐÁÃÅ ,ÁÂȢ 



tŀƎŜ о tŀƴǘƘŜǊ tǊƛŘŜ 

Social Services Department -  News, Tips, etc.  

ͼ#ÁÕÇÈÔ "ÅÉÎÇ 'ÏÏÄͼ  3ÅÐÔȢ ςρ-/ÃÔȢ ςσ 

§ John Duong - for helping out another student with Independent Living 
  Skills. 

§ Conner Hilton - for offering a student help in the cafeteria. 

§ Alyn Walker - for being honest about school work and for making good 
  choices. 

§ Xerek Hitchcock - for helping out a classmate in the cafeteria. 

§ Ocie Webster - for helping clean and decorate the Recreational center. 

§ Jaylee Burnside  - for telling the truth during an activity. 

§ Garrett Kennedy - for taking care of a fellow student's needs. 

 

Social Services Department 

Sylvia Sterling 

"ÏÙÓ "ÁÓÈ 

On October 17th I accompanied 

some of our 7th grade young men 

here from OSB to ñBoys Bash 

2017ò, which is held at Fort  

Gibsonôs Field House every year.  

ñBoys Bashò is where 7th thru 9th 

grade young men from schools all 

over this area gather for  

educational lessons concerning 

sex and sexuality and there were 

several hundred young men in 

attendance this year. 

I felt the information that was 

shared was very informative and 

relevant for those young men that 

attended and hopefully will aid 

them in making wise choices in 

the future.  

A BBQ Sandwich lunch was  

also supplied for those who  

attended.   

Boys Bash is sponsored every 

year by the Crisis Pregnancy 

Center.  

Those attending this year were: 

Jimmy Anderson, Julio Vadez 

and Elbin Carrillo. 

Paul Butler 

7ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÔÈ ÆÏÒ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ 
The ñWord of 
the Monthò for  
November is 
ñKindnessò,  
which  
describes 

the quality of  
being friendly, 

generous and considerate. 

ñKindness is an inner desire that 
makes us want to do good things 
even if we do not get anything in 
return. It is the joy of our life to do 
them. When we do good things 
from this inner desire, there is 
kindness in everything we think, 

say, want and do.ò ~Emanuel 
Swedenborg 

ñThe smallest act of kindness is 
worth more than the grandest  
intention.ò ~Oscar Wilde 

Itôs the small, everyday things that 
can make or break a day for us. 
Here are a few examples: 

Offer your help.  

Even when people donôt need it, 
they appreciate being offered 
help. 

Say thank you. 

Say thank you like you mean  
it. ... E,g. ñThank you. I really  
appreciate your help.ò  

Compliment someone. 

Put your focus on the positive  
by expressing it. Tell someone 
what you like, admire, and  
appreciate. Share the love. 

These actions might seem small, 
but not only do they make  
othersô lives better, they are also 
directly nourishing for you.   
Being kind is good for your 
health. 

Sylvia Sterling 
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3ÏÃÉÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ - 4ÉÐÓ ÆÏÒ %ÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 

Words that Encourage: 

1. Wow! 

2. Look at that! 

3. Tell me about it. 

4. Show me more. 

5. How did you do that? 

6. Letôs see what you did. 

7. How do you feel about it? 

8. How did you figure that out? 

9. I see that you _____ . 

(Be specific) 

10. That looks like it took a lot of 

effort. 

11. How many ways did you try it 

before it turned out the way 

you wanted it? 

12. What do you plan to do next? 

13. That looks like it took so much 

work. 

14. Are you pleased with what 

you did? 

 

Labels that Judge: 

Smart - Cute - Great -  

Super - Bright - Fast -  

Best - Pretty - Good -  

Quick - Clever - Beautiful -  

Talented - Gifted - Lovely -  

Intelligent - Right -  

Amazing - The Best -  

Awesome -  

Better than ______  

(another person) 

 

 

Grow your Mind-Set: 

1. What did you struggle with 

today? 

2. This is hard, this is fun,  

what should we do next? 

3. You can grow your  

intelligence. 

4. You can learn. You can 

stretch. You can keep  

mastering new things. 

5. I donôt think there is anything 

better in the world than a 

child hearing from a parent 

or teacher the words: ñYouôll 

get there.ò 

6. Do you label your kids?  

This one is the artist and 

that one is the scientist. 

Next time, remember that 

youôre not helping them - 

even though you may be 

praising them. 

Remember é praising kidsô 

ability lowered their IQ 

scores. 

4ÅÅÎÓ &ÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔ 

This school year some students 

formed ñTeens for Christò, 

which has been meeting  

every Wednesday  morning  

at 7:30 am in the Auditorium 

with 10 to 12 OSB students  

attending.  

Teens for Christ activities includes 

some Singing and a Short  

Devotion. 

All students are invited &  

welcome. 

Paul Butler 
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7ÈÉÔÅ #ÁÎÅ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ $ÁÙ  

On Tuesday, Oct. 10
th
, Oklahoma 

School for the Blind (OSB)
students and faculty ï even the 
Jazz Band - traveled to Tulsa to 
celebrate National White Cane 

Safety Day. 

OSB organizers displayed  
free educational materials  
and presented demonstrations 
throughout the day from  
10 a.m. until 7 p.m. at Woodland 
Hills Mall. 

Demonstrations included travel 
techniques, use of dog guides and 
assistive technology. 

OSBôs White Cane Day activities 
aim to help the community  
understand the connection  
between effective cane use and 
independence, and to provide  
information about free services 
offered by OSB to students with 
visual disabilities across the state. 

OSB students had the chance to 
demonstrate 
their white 
cane travel 
skills, to meet 
and educate 
new people 
about blind-
ness and to 
celebrate the 
many accom-
plishments of 
people with  
vision impair-
ments.ò 

The 2 time, 2-A state champion 
OSB Jazz Band performed for a 
very appreciative crowd.  They 
had them dancing in the isle.  

Students and other blind and  
visually individuals walked the 
mall to celebrate White Cane 
Safety Day. 

Linda Graber 

Please also check out our  
ñstudent articleò in the  

Student Corner section (page 11). 

The first white cane laws were 

drafted around the time that  

National White Cane Safety Day 

was established by presidential 

proclamation in 1964.  

Today, similar laws exist in all 50 

states and in the District of 

Columbia. 

Under Oklahoma law, only blind 

people may carry white canes with 

or without red tips, which are 

universally recognized as mobility 

aids for people with vision 

impairments. 

Oklahoma law requires drivers  

to completely stop their vehicles  

15 feet away from pedestrians 

who are visually impaired and 

identified by their use of white 

canes or dog guides.  

People who violate this law are guilty 

of a misdemeanor punishable by 

imprisonment for up to three months 

or $100 fine or both. 

7()4% #!.% 

()34/29 
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In this edition we would like  

to recognize and congratulate  

following students for  

achieving their goal: 

Conner Hilton for mastering  

conversion units in molecular  

equations. ï Cheryl Daniels 

Cameron Hughes for smashing 

his old record of 62 wpm and 

achieving 66 wpm! He really put a 

lot of effort in practicing to get  

better!! ï Paul Butler 

Samantha Six for achieving 

her goal of learning the Braille 

alphabet. ï Kathy Barrett 
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(ÏÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÕÓȡ #ÉÔÙ "ÕÓ 4ÒÁÖÅÌ %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ςπρχ 

In the month of October we had the 

opportunity to take several groups 

of our high school seniors to  

introduce them to the basics of city 

bus travel in Tulsa.   

Our boarding point began at the 

metro midtown transfer station.  

Students were responsible for  

purchasing their own bus passes 

and getting bus route information to 

know location of bus stop and  

arrival time. They also had to  

inquire about the location of their 

return route, giving consideration for 

how much time they would need to 

walk to the return bus stop.  

The route involved a street  

crossing at a traffic light, at which 

students used the initial surge of the 

parallel  

traffic as a 

cue to begin 

crossing the 

street, and 

a visit to 

Woodland 

Hills Mall.   

Once inside the mall, students had 

to look in strategic places to find 

signage of some of the stores they 

wanted to visit, as well as signage 

leading to sections of the mall such 

as restrooms and escalators.  

They learned the value of using 

their senses of hearing, touch and 

smell for cues and landmarks as 

well as the importance of asking 

specific questions when seeking 

assistance from the public.  

The food 

court  

provided 

many  

options to 

choose from 

to satisfy 

hungry, 

growling stomachs!   

The bus transit personnel were 

friendly and helpful to our students, 

ensuring pleasant and successful 

trips.  

 

Some of us even got soaked from 

the rain as cars and pickup trucks 

zoomed across the puddles of 

water near our bus stop!  

Whether our students have plans 

to get jobs or to continue their  

education at a technical school or 

college following graduation,  

being able to access public  

transportation gives them another 

option for cost-effective,  

independent travel to those  

places. 

Gina Woods, 

O&M Instructor  

,ÏÒÅÎÚÏ 2Ȣ ɉÇÒÅÙ Ô-ÓÈÉÒÔɊ ×ÉÔÈ /Ǫ- 

ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒȟ &ÁÙÅ -ÉÌÌÅÒ ɉÏÎ ÒÉÇÈÔɊ  

7ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓ ȢȢȢ 

&ÒÏÍ ,ÅÆÔȡ "ÒÉÁÎÎÁȟ 4ÒÉÎÉÔÙ ȟ 

#ÁÍÅÒÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ (ÏÌÌÙ ɉÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÁÌÌɊ 

#ÁÎÅ 1ÕÅÓÔ ȣȢ .ÏÖȢ ρφ Ȧ 

Cane skills  

will pay off!  

On Thursday, 

November 16th,  

thirty-two  

contestants will vie for medals 

and prizes at Oklahoma Regional 

Cane Quest. 

Contestants will meet the 59  

volunteers at 10 am in the  

auditorium for a group photo.  

These volunteers include 1-on-1 

teammates and shadows and 

trained experts who will score the 

contestants. 

Scouts will stay on campus,  

completing a route through stations 

that will test their O&M skills,  

including the ability to maintain  

orientation, use different cane  

techniques, and work with their 

teammate to negotiate stairs. The 

coins they earn at each station can 

be used to ñpurchaseò a variety of 

prizes. 

Explorers and Trailblazers will  

complete a secret route by the 

Muskogee Civic Center. Some of 

the skills they will demonstrate  

include crossing a variety of streets, 

negotiating obstacles, and  

advanced cane techniques. Top 

contestants in each category will 

be awarded Gold, Silver and 

Bronze medals with prizes. 

Special thanks to our contest 

sponsors:  

Braille Institute, Oklahoma School 

for the Blind, Humanware,  

Economy Pharmacy, Frank 

Dirksen, Liberty Braille, NanoPac, 

NewView Oklahoma, Oklahoma 

Council of the Blind, Oklahoma 

AER, Sapulpa Lions Club 

Faye Miller 


